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THE READING TABLE 
Modern Methods in Teaching Geography. By 
Claude C. Crawford and Lois P, McDonald. 
New York; Houghton Mifflin Company. 1929. 
$1.90. 
The title of this book is well-chosen, but 
it might as appropriately have been given 
the title, Methods in Teaching Modern 
Geography, because the authors not only 
present modern methods but also stress the 
modern viewpoint of geography. The chap- 
ter on the social viewpoint should be help- 
ful in counteracting the purely physical 
emphasis of other years. The suggestions 
in this chapter should help the teacher in 
making her adjustment to the social view- 
point. The chapter on functional approach 
while suggesting instruction which will re- 
sult in a greater recognition of value in 
geography also indicates plans which will 
result in getting free from the previous 
stereotyped teaching of the subject. There 
is a concise chapter on visual methods, a 
suggestive chapter on making geography in- 
teresting, and a helpful chapter on games 
for the subject. 
The authors admit that much of the ma- 
terial might apply to other subjects if the 
word geography were dropped and the other 
subject name inserted. Of the eighteen 
chapters, the one considering measuring re- 
sults in this subject presents material which 
every geography teacher needs to consider 
and undertake to put into practice. Each 
teacher of this subject needs to use a vol- 
ume of this type in order that she may keep 
progressive goals before her. 
Raus M. Hanson 
Constructive Lettering. By William Day 
Streetor. Pelham, N. Y.; Bridgman Publish- 
ers. 1929. Pp. 111. $5,00, 
In his foreword the author states his objectives, 
a "book—planned as a guide for the beginner, 
and for those who feel the need of set rules to 
make or draw letters." Undoubtedly he achieves 
the latter objective. As to the former, his book 
seems to hedge the beginner about with so much 
that is mechanical and stilted one wonders if 
that "beginner" would ever achieve the second 
and third essentials of good lettering as given 
on page 10 by Mr. Streetor—"beauty and char- 
acter." Under the subject of spacing the author 
notes that "Spacing can be done by rule to a 
certain extent, but the eye alone should be the 
final judge," and then proceeds to lay down a 
series of rules which sound like laws for the 
use of the subjunctive case in Latin composition. 
The eye has little chance. 
Over half of the book is devoted to full page 
illustrations of letters drawn according to the 
rules laid down. 
The Commonwealth Teacher-Training Study. 
By W. W. Charters and Douglas Waples. Chi- 
cago : The University of Chicago Press. 1929. 
Pp. 666. $4.00, 
This work book for those engaged in teacher 
training is the result of extensive research. Its 
lists of teacher-traits and teacher-activities offer 
scientific guidance in selecting content of courses 
in education. 
Adventures in Reading. By E. Ehrlich Smith, 
Orton Lowe, and I. Jewell Simpson. Garden 
City, New York: Doubleday, Doran and Com- 
pany, Inc. 1928. Fourth Year, 403 pp; Fifth 
Year, 431 pp; Sixth Year, 439 pp. 
A new series of readers for the middle grades 
with provision for both leisure and work-type 
reading. All materials used has literary merit; 
because much of it is still copyright, there is a 
minimum of duplication of other series. Paper, 
type, and page arrangement meet standard re- 
quirements ; illustrations are based on experi- 
ments to determine children's preferences. 
Practice Lessons in English. By Willis L, 
Uhl and Luzia E. Hatz. New York: The 
Macmillan Company. 1929. 90 Lessons. 
An excellent practice pad in middle grade 
English. Arranged to encourage the test-teach- 
test plan. 
Practice Cards in English. By Evalin Pribhle 
and Anne Brezler. Chicago: Lyons and Car- 
nahan. 1926. 
Practice exercises focused on the most common 
errors in English. On permanent cards; each 
pupil buys a small pad on which to write his an- 
swers. Set 1, 45 cards, Grades 3, 4, 5, and 6; 
Set 2, 48 cards, Grades 7, 8. 
Better Sentence Builder. By Helen Rand. Chi- 
cago ; Scott, Foresman, and Company. 1929. 
Fifth Grade, Sixth Grade, and Seventh Grade, 
each 30 lessons. 
Distinctive because a complete story is used in 
each exercise instead of unrelated sentences. 
Fundamentals of Business Practice. By C. E. 
Birch. New York: The Gregg Publishing 
Companj'. 1928. 100 assignments. 
The "work sheet" idea applied to junior cour- 
ses in business training. Suitable for the ninth 
school year. 
Parents' Questions—My Child Will . . . My 
Child Won't—What Shall I Do? New York 
City: Child Study Association of America. 
1928. 2Sc. 
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Instead of giving parents fixed rules this little 
booklet leads them to think for themselves 
through a series of pertinent questions grouped 
around practical problems. 
A Selected List of Books for Parents and 
Teachers. New York City: The Child Study 
Association. Revised 1928. 78 pp. 2Sc. 
An annotated bibliography of the most valuable 
hooks in the field. Arranged under topics with 
supplementary readings for those who wish ac- 
quaintance with more technical material. 
Teacher's Guide Book for Standard Service 
Arithmetics. By F. B. Knight,, J. W. Stude- 
haker, and G. M. Ruch. Chicago; Scott, 
Foresman, and Company. 1928. 82 pp. 
This teacher's manual designed to accompany 
the Standard Service Arithmetics will be help- 
ful to middle grade teachers using any series of 
arithmetic texts. 
Child Study Discussion Records. By Margar- 
et J. Quilliaid. New York City: The Child 
Study Association of America. 1928. 75c. 
The "work book" idea carried over into moth- 
ers' meetings. Very valuable material for parents 
and teachers. 
Mother's First Book. By Cora Wilson Stewart. 
Washington, D. C.; National Illiteracy Com- 
mission with the co-operation of Cleanliness 
Institute. 1929. Pp. 84. 
Mrs. Stewart has, in this little book, made a 
real contribution to the work in education among 
those women who can neither read nor write. 
While patterned after the first books for small 
children, the content deals with the practical 
everyday life of the mother, rather than that of 
the child; likewise, the illustrations. The psy- 
chological value of this material is apparent up- 
on the face of it. Similar provision is made un- 
der this same cover for learning to write and to 
spell, with definite directions as to procedure. 
It is fitting that Mrs. Stewart, who inaugurated 
this movement and has carried it through to the 
present time, should have done so significant a 
piece of work. 
If Parents Only Knew—. By Elizabeth Cleve- 
land. Children, the Parents Magazine and W. 
W. Norton and Company: 1929. Pp. 1S3. 
$1.75. 
As the author remarks in her Introduction, 
this book is an effort, and a very successful one, 
to answer two questions: "What is the school 
trying to do for the child?" and "How can the 
home help?" She bases her replies upon what 
are known as the "seven cardinal principles," 
and shows very definitely that, while the school 
provides for instruction in each of these, and 
since mastery or achievement comes only through 
participation in the actual activity, the home 
must cooperate and, in order to do so, must be 
alive to what is actually going in the school. 
At the end of each chapter are significant ques- 
tions designated as "Co-operative Parents' Cate- 
chism" and suggestions as to parent-teacher as- 
sociation activities. Pointed, concrete examples, 
flavored with a keen sense of humor are char- 
acteristic of the volume. The last chapter of the 
book is an appreciation of the author, who has 
passed to her reward, by Dr. Helen T. Woolley 
of Teachers College, in which one secures an in- 
sight into the vital, human quality of this re- 
markable woman. The book should be in the 
hands of every teacher and every parent. 
B. J. L. 
Study and Personality. By Richard L. Sand- 
wick. New York: D. C. Heath and Company. 
1929. Pp. 228. $1.12. 
This book is especially designed for high school 
students, but is not amiss for college freshmen 
who have not had training in the technique of 
study. It puts into practice the principles in- 
volved, developing the study process logically— 
from the purpose and value of study and the im- 
portance of right attitude to the necessity for 
creative thinking—and links up with the habits 
thus acquired, those traits needful in acquiring 
personality. The language is easy to interpret 
and the text is full of pertinent illustrations, 
which add greatly to the interest and value. The 
author emphasizes that position which we are 
beginning to see more clearly—the need for de- 
veloping definite study habits early in life, be- 
cause systematic study is one of the basic prin- 
ciples of learning. The appendix gives a val- 
uable list of social customs and manners. 
B. J. L, 
Instructional Tests in Arithmetic, Adjusted 
for Pupils of Varying Abilities. By Raleigh 
Schorling, John R. Clark, and Mary A. Potter. 
Yonkers-on-Hudson. New York; World Book 
Company. 1928. 
Teachers Manual, iv and 24 pp. Price 65 cents. 
For Fifth Grade, vi and 57 pp. Price 24 cents. 
For Sixth Grade, vi and 66 pp. Price 25 cents. 
For Seventh Grade, vi and 65 pp. Price 24 
cents. 
For Eighth Grade, vi and 78 pp. Price 28 
cents. 
Progress Chart. Free to users on request. 
As indicated above, these tests come in pamph- 
let form, one for each grade including one for 
the teacher, which are used to supplement the 
text and which are intended to replace other drill 
material. They are built upon a scientific basis 
after eight years of experimentation. 
Two or more grades may be tested at once, 
making for economy. The tests are flexible in 
nature, providing for three levels of ability. They 
are self-scoring, give individual drill, and have 
the added virtue of providing incentive towards 
achievement. Graded drill is given in whole 
numbers, common fractions, decimal fractions, 
per cents, denominate numbers, and certain bus- 
iness relations. An admirable feature of the tests 
is the inventory test which renders unnecessary 
drill for that pupil who already has the facts. 
Diagnostic tests, as well as practice tests, are an 
integral part of the procedure. These make it 
possible for the pupil to find his own weaknesses. 
The teacher who uses them will probably find 
mastery secured with a minimum of drudgery. 
B. J. L. 
July, 1929] THE VIRGINIA TEACHER 235 
Numberland. By Ina M. Hayes, Charles S. Gib- 
son, and George R. Bodler. New York; D. C. 
Heath and Co. 1928. pp. 276. $1.28. 
One of the difficult tasks of the primary teach- 
er is to give young children number concepts, 
for the learning of numbers involves many men- 
tal activities which the child must acquire through 
actual experiences. The approach to Numberland 
is made through the child's natural use of num- 
bers and is linked up closely with his desire and 
ability to read. This can best be illustrated by 
a lesson from the book itself. 
The big boy is Jack. 
The little boy is William. 
The other boy is Peter. 
Jack says, "Let's run a race, I will count so 
we can all start together." 
He counted, "One, two, three—go." 
When they got to school, William was first 
and Peter was second. 
It is carefully graded, well illustrated, and ev- 
ery lesson relates to some interest of the chil- 
Mastery Spellers. Book I, Grades 2-4. Book 
II, Grades 5-6. Junior High School, Grades 
7-9. By James H. .Smith and William C. Bag- 
ley. Boston: D. C. Heath & Co. 1929. 
What words shall be taught in each grade? 
The authors have utilized modern word studies, 
selecting the words from such lists as Thorn- 
dike, Ayers, and Tidyman's and have given much 
care to the grade placement of the words. Pro- 
vision for individual differences has been^ made 
by giving a minimal list of words, varying in 
difficulty for each grade, a supplementary list, 
and an additional supplementary list. I do not 
know of any other book which provides as much 
suitable material for pupils of all abilities. 
How well shall these words be taught? The 
authors make a strong plea for one hundred per- 
cent mastery and so arrange the test lessons that 
this may be accomplished. 
How shall these words be taught? A variety 
of procedure in presentation is suggested which 
will stimulate interest in the spelling lessons. 
Ardent advocates of either the test-study or the 
study-test method of teaching spelling will find 
the books adapted to their pet method. Emily Goodlett 
Yukon, The Silver Fox. By Arland D. Weeks. 
Boston: D. C. Heath and Company. 1929. 
Pp. 96. 68 cents. 
A supplementary reader for grades 4 to 6, this 
little book has as its scene a modern fox ranch 
in Minnesota. A little boy visits the ranch and 
learns much about the habits of the fox, the value 
of its fur, the care and feeding of the cubs. 
Honey Bees and Fairy Dust. By Mary Geisler 
ler Phillips. Boston: D. C. Heath and Com- 
pany. 1929. Pp. 213. 88 cents. 
Ant-Hills and Soap Bubbles. By Mary Geisler 
Phillips. Boston; D. C. Health and Company. 
1929. Pp. 265. 92 cents. 
These volumes contain authentic scientific data 
concerning the habits of bees and ants, which two 
children observe at first hand with the help of a 
friendly fairy and an elf. Only the children are 
"magicked"; the insects retain their normal 
characteristics without a trace of the anthropo- 
morphism which mars many pseudo-scientific nar- 
ratives. 
Ten Outdoor Men. By James Speed. Boston; 
D. C. Heath and Company. 1929. Pp. 138. 
72 cents. 
The author has a knack of writing interestingly 
and humanly of life in the open. He has here 
told the stories of John Burroughs, Theodore 
Roosevelt, Luther Burbank, John Muir, Thomas 
Jefferson, George Washington, Daniel Webster, 
Johnny Appleseed, John James Audubon, and 
Alexander Wilson, not as scientists or statesmen, 
but as adventurous men among the woods and 
mountains and streams. 
Macaulay's Life of Samuel Johnson. _ Edited 
by Charles Lane Hanson. Boston; Ginn and 
Company. 1928. Pp. 121. 52 cents. 
This edition contains the entire article which 
Macaulay contributed to the Encyclopedia^ Brit- 
tannica and only those portions of the article in 
the Edinburgh Review on Croker's edition of 
Boswell's Life of Johnson which bear directly 
on Johnson. The volume is well equipped with 
editorial materials, and is designed especially for 
pupils who are preparing to take the College En- 
trance Board Examination. 
Better High School English Through Tests 
and Drills. By Garibaldi M. Lapoppa and 
Kenneth W. Wright, New York: Noble and 
Noble. 1929. Pp. 138. 85 cents. 
The book contains eight diagnostic tests and 
three sections of "follow-up" tests—to be taken 
as directed. Most of these 117 exercises contain 
20 judgments each, and offer a variety of prac- 
tice in three departments: correct grammatical 
form, corrective English, and correct punctuation. 
Contemporary Essays. Edited by Odell Shep- 
hard. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 
1929. Pp. 248. $1. 
A "different" anthology, built, the editor tells 
us, "to produce out of the writings of other people 
a book with as definite shape and _ trend as it 
would have had if produced by a single mind." 
Mr. Hanford Henderson's essay on "The Aris- 
tocratic Spirit" served as a nucleus about which 
thirty-two others cluster to provide setting, illus- 
tration, and deductions. 
NEWS OF THE COLLEGE 
Freshman Day had its annual observance 
on April 24. The red and white of the class 
colors, with a ship sailed by freshmen in 
sailor costumes, made a unique feature of 
the class celebration. Crowning the suc- 
cess of the day was an attractive entertain- 
